KILLAM, James W., III Retired Malden District Court Judge The Honorable James W. Killam III, laid
down his gavel for the last time on February 3, 2018. He was born on May 29, 1932 to Gladys Mae
Trevor and J. Warren Killam, Jr. He grew up in Reading, MA with his sister Audrey, where he played on
the varsity football team and graduated Salutatorian from Reading Memorial High School with the Class
of 1950. During his highschool years, he acheived the honor of Eagle Scout. Jim graduated from Yale
College in 1954 with a B.A. in Philosophy and a varsity football letter, something that gave him pride
throughout his life. He was intellectually exceptional, a student of philosophy, one of only four in the
class, a staunch member of the Bull Moose Party in the Yale Political Union and a dedicated member of
the Yale Dramat. Life of service - Judge Killam started early and stayed with it. After Yale, Jim enlisted
in the Army and achieved the rank of Captain. He was an artillery instructor at Fort Sill in Oklahoma.
Upon returning from the Army, Jim attended Boston University Law School and graduated in 1959. That
year he also married his beloved wife, Nancy Ann Maloney, to whom he was married for 40 years, until
she passed in 1999. Jim joined his father's legal practice in Melrose in the early 1960s, and they went on
to found the Law Offices of Killam and Killam. Jim's connection to Melrose grew exponentially: he was
active in Melrose Rotary for more than 55 years, served as president and was decorated as a Paul Harris
Fellow; he served on the board of directors of the Melrose Cooperative Bank; and he served on the board
of trustees of the Melrose-Wakefield Hospital for close to 40 years through its transition to Hallmark
Health. During his tenure, he was a strong proponent of the School of Nursing and worked with his future
long-time partner Jane Bain. Jim was an active member of the Massachusetts, Middlesex and Melrose Bar
Associations, and he followed in his father's footsteps by serving as Reading Town Counsel. He also
worked for Governor John Volpe. Jim was appointed to the bench by Governor Frank Sargent. He served
proudly as Judge in the Malden District Court and as a visiting justice in courts throughout eastern
Massachusetts. After 20 years of service to the bench he retired as First Justice in Malden in 1992.
Masonic life was a very important component of Judge Killam's service. He was a 65 year veteran of
Good Samaritan Lodge in Reading, having joined at 21 years old, and served as Master in 2003. Judge
Killam was also affiliated with Mt. Olivet Lodge in Cambridge, where he served in the leadership as well.
Most recently, the Judge was appointed Grand Representative to Grande Loja do Espirito Santo in Brazil,
which afforded him the title of Right Worshipful. Judge Killam was a member of Aleppo Temple
Shriners in Wilmington, MA, a member of the Valley of Boston Scottish Rite Masonry, a 50+ year
member of Reading Royal Arch Chapter, a 50+ year member of Metro North Commandery No. 20, and a
member of St. Bernard's Commandery No. 12. Judge Killam also served on the board of govenors for the
Shriners Hospital for Children in Boston through the construction of their exceptional facility. Most
recently, Judge Killam lived a very social life in the independent senior community of Brooksby Village
in Peabody, MA. On December 23, Jim went into Lahey Medical Center for respiratory difficulty and was
transferred to Whittier Rehabilitation Hospital on January 31, where he passed away on February 3. Judge
Killam was predeceased by his son Glen Allen, his wife Nancy Ann Maloney and his subsequent
longtime partner Jane Murphy Bain. Judge Killam is survived by his sister Audrey (Killam) Pisarz and
her husband Henry Pisarz of Titusville, FL, his children James Trevor Killam and his wife Christine
Barnes-Killam of Worcester, Gayle Anne Killam and her husband Scott McEwen of Portland, OR, David
Andrew Killam and his wife Karen Bringola of San Francisco, CA, his niece Winifred Ellen Pisarz, his
nephew Warren Stanley Pisarz, and his grandson Brennan Drake McEwen.

